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not for some time take notice of anybody nor anything
with which they were before acquainted, being still under
the guard of their keepers, who constantly wait upon them
everywhere till they have learnt all things perfectly over
again. Thus they unlive their former lives, and commence
men by forgetting that they ever have been boys." !

Among some of the Indian  tribes of North America Ritual
there exist certain religious associations which are only open
to candidates who have gone through a pretence of being ration
killed and brought to life again.    In 1766 or 1767 Captain ^
Jonathan Carver witnessed the admission of a candidate to an secret
association called " the friendly society of the Spirit " ( Wakon- ofCNorth
KitchewaK) among the Naudowessies, a Siouan or Dacotan America.
tribe in the region of the great lakes.    The candidate knelt
before the chief, who told him that " he himself was now
agitated   by  the   same  spirit  which  he  should   in   a   few
moments communicate  to him ;   that it would strike him
dead, but  that he  would  instantly  be   restored again  to
life ;  to  this  he added, that  the communication, however
terrifying, was a necessary introduction to the advantages
enjoyed by the community into which he was on the point
of being admitted.     As he spoke this, he appeared to be
greatly agitated ; till at last his emotions became so violent,
that his countenance was distorted, and his whole frame con-
vulsed.    At this juncture he threw something that appeared
both in shape and colour like a small bean, at the young
man, which seemed to enter  his mouth, and  he  instantly
fell as motionless as if he had been shot"    For a time the
man lay like dead, but under a shower of blows he shewed
signs of  consciousness,  and   finally, discharging  from   his
mouth the bean, or whatever it was that the chief had thrown
at him, he came to life.2    In other tribes, for example, the
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